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90’s - “Dolphin Safe” issue in the US goes 

abroad 

“ LES HOMMES DE LA BALEINE ” , Mario Ruspoli, 1956

Earthtrust.org

Why and how

- Azorean whaling tradition 
- Sporadic non commercial dolphin hunting (on PL vessels)

Azorean canning Industry and PL fishery 
jeopardized



Why and how

- created in 1998 to guarantee dolphin safe certification in tuna fishery 

- decreed by regional law in 1999 as an essencial tool to monitor local 
fisheries
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Dolphin safe 
certifictaion
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Friend of the Sea
certification since

2001, revaluated in 
2013

What do we have (PL)



Pole and Line (1998-…)

9 observers team until 2018 (reduced to 5) 

> 3500 Fisheries Observer Reports

>20.000 DAYS AT SEA (aprox. 30.000 fishing events)

Surface longline (2008,2010, 2015-…)

2 to 3 observers

> 80 Fisheries Observer Reports

> 1800 DAYS AT SEA  (aprox 1000 hauls)

Bottom longline (2010, 2017-2019)

2 observers

> 70 Fisheries Observer Reports

> 500 DAYS AT SEA  (aprox 300 hauls)

• Technology and fishing operation

• Target species, by-catch, discards, associated species (eg: cetaceans, sea birds, 
seaturtles)

• Marine debris; Abiotic data (SST) 

What do we have (CF)



What was achived

Scientific information (eg)
. Estimating common dolphin bycatch in the pole-and-line 

tuna fishery in the Azores (2018)

. Distribution and composition of floating macro litter off 
the Azores archipelago and Madeira (2019)

. An overview of fisheries discards in the Azores (2019)

. Relative abundance of oceanic juvenile loggerhead sea 
turtles in relation to nest production at source rookeries 

(2019)

Public policies within the scope 
of inter-governmental 

organizations + EU directives
ICCAT, ICES, MSFD, DCNP

On-line geolocated databases
that gather global spacial

information on animal groups
tuna, cetaceans, birds, turtles

Information for fishermen
Geolocated maps with estimated monthly catches per 

tuna and live bait species
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POPA would not be possible without the 
colaboration and dedication of our observers and

fishermen


