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Fisheries sector: data collection
Managing fisheries

EU fisheries management relies on data collected, managed and supplied by EU countries 
under the Data Collection Framework.

The common fisheries policy (article 25(2)) sets out the key principles for data collection:

 accuracy

 reliability and timeliness

 avoidance of duplication through improved coordination

 safe storage in database systems

 improved availability of data

 compliance with laws on personal data protection

 access for the European Commission, enabling it to check the availability and quality of data and 
the methodology used to collect them.



Fisheries data collection in Azores
The history…
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EMFF and Data collection Programmes

 Given the importance of these programs for decision-

making, the programs have always been funded by the EU.

 Since 1 January 2014, funding in accordance with the 

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), established 

by Regulation 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council, which includes in Article 77 data collection 

activities, provides for a financing rate of up to 80% of the 

total eligible cost.

 However, very strict financial penalties are foreseen in case 

of non-compliance for non-collection of data or poor quality 

data.



What information do we collect?

 1. Transversal Data

• Information about the fishery - gear (s) used, target species (s), vessel 

characteristics, fishing zone…

• Fishing effort – Nº sea days, Nº and Dimension of Gears, Nº of hooks, …

• Landings - species, weight, value

 2. Species Composition and Length Distribution

• catches and landings

 3. Biological Data

• growth studies

• reproduction studies



How and where do we collect?

 1. Sea sampling

o Scientific observers - Specific composition and distribution of catch lengths; 

information about fishing and fishing effort

 2. Sampling at ports

o Sampling technicians located in the main ports of the Region – Length 

distribution; info about fishing and fishing effort

 3. Lab Sampling

o growth and reproduction studies
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