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COSTA project - Motivation        

Sea turtles in the Azores

- 5/7 species
- 3 common (loggerhead, green and leatherback sea turtle)
- Particularly important area for oceanic juvenile loggerhead sea turtles (8-70 cm CCL)  

(mainly from SE Florida)



COSTA project - Activities

Conservation

Monitoring 
Population

Science

Environmental 
education

Monitoring 
Pressures



- Visual sightings tuna observers (POPA)
- Monitoring population - “Early warning system” 
- Monitoring environment (e.g. EU MSFD)

- Development of new tools: dedicated ship-based and drone surveys

COSTA project – Monitoring population

Abundance

Vandeperre et al. 2019Franklin Tavares©POPA



COSTA project – Monitoring pressures

Pressures - Fisheries
- Fishing observers on Portuguese pelagic longline fleet 
- Operating mainly from Vigo (Es), Peniche (Pt) and Ponta Delgada (Pt)
- PNRD (regional fleet), EU MSFD

Year # Trips # Days # Sets # Hooks # Vessels

2015 7 134 79 80286 4

2016 16 341 221 227824 8

2017 14 263 148 146284 10

2018 18 363 230 235898 12

2019 8 195 114 117078 6

Total 63 1296 792 807370 19



COSTA project – Monitoring pressures

Pressures – Marine litter

Defecation

Necropsies

Entanglement



COSTA project – Science

Ecology
Movements, habitat, diet, etc.

Chambault et al. 2019 Prog. Oceanogr.



COSTA project – Science

Conventional tagging



COSTA project – Environmental education

Sea Turtles in the Azores
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