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French départements

over seas

5 DOM: 2,2 millions d’habitants

French Guiana: 80% of EU biodiversity







Studies and Collaborations between CRPMEM Guyane and WWF in FG:

2006-2009 - Feasibility of TEDs in FG

2007 -Bycatch and fishers study in the Maronie estuary

2008-2009

-At sea observations program coastal fisheries

-Evaluate the efforts of shrimping fleet to reduce environmental impact

2010 - EU Funded - TTED Project

2011 – First Study of fishing activities in the Guianas (FG, Suriname, Guyana)

2011-2014. -Trans Atlantic Leatherback Conservation Inititaive

2014-2015 - At sea observations program coastal fisheries

2016 - Report on the impact of shrimp imports to the EU

2017 - Feasibility of conducting participatory mapping of coastal fishing activity

2018

-FEAMP Palica (fishermen active towards the reduction of environmental impact

-Study of sawfish conservation status in Suriname and French Guiana
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Feasibility of conducting participatory mapping

of coastal fishing activity

Map of fishing zones as reported by individual coastal fishers
in Cayenne and Kourou only
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Fisher activity working to reduce bycatch2018
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Projet PALICA II

FEAMP 2020-2022

700K€ project

© Projet PALICA WWF/CRPMEM





Voluntary non fishing zone during FG 

arribadas for olive ridley turtles



-Minimal Infrastructure for fisheries

-Boats that can attract the youth

-Schools to train fishers and to train for other jobs of the 

sea

-Niche markets to sell our products 

And finally:

Eradication of Illegal fisheries (IUU) from Brazil, 

Suriname and Guyana (2/3 of the total fishing effort in 

French Guiana’s coastal area)

Fisheries needs for the past 30 years and 

still today to be in harmony with the EU:



2 ports for 12 landing sites

1 for Semi-Industrial fleet, 1 for Artisanal Fisheries



Built by Americans in 1960s

Existing infrastructures

In 2012 lift did not work. In 2019 

it does not turn anymore

It cant weigh the boats- No way 

of weighing boats in FG- Ever

Larivot Industrial Port - Shrimp and Red Snapper



Sinnamary – 20 boats

For artisianal coastal fisheries built in 2010



All the rest of the landing sites along the coast have no 

or very little infrastructures… 



St Laurent – Second largest city – 20 Boats (not formal) 



Iracoubo (15 boats)



Kourou – The space capital of Europe (15 boats)



Cayenne, the Capital  (35 boats)

and ‘Most important landing site’





IndustrialSt Georges of Oyapock (15 boats) 

– on the border with Brasil



The FEAMP does not allow for the creation of infrastructures 

only the modernization ! – This rule is not adapted to FG where 

in fact we need to create the minimum !



Imporoved Créole Canoë

60 units
Small ‘Canot Créole’

about 60 units

Tapouille – 6 units

N

Types of boats

-using gillnets



Transformation of a EU built boat (2002 pilot 

projet) to a ‘usable’ boat (2015)



1980’s:

- 120 units 

- 1.5 million USD to build 1

- 4th most valuable fishing 

port in France (4000T/year)

2019:

- 20 units at the dock

-17 licenses available

- 3.5 million USD to build 1

- 300T/year

Floridian type trawler

To consolidate the existing fleet need to cut costs. Fuel is 70% 

of expenditure. In USA shrimp boats use larger engines to 

reduce RPMs while fishing. 

EU Does not allow this…



2017 EU announces renewal of fleet based on 

President Junker’s visit to Cayenne:

Shrimp fishery - 50% national funding allowed

Coastal fishery – 60% ” “ ”

France recently announce puting 6 million for all of it’s 5 

Departments over seas. 

For French Guiana - Not enough for 50% of 1 shrimp boats !





Today in French Guiana there are no:

- schools for Captains, fishers, fish mangers, mechanics

- marine carpenters (3 illegal workers from Brazil)

- Very few fishers (95% foreigners) know how to read or 

speak French.

There is one 

- Cold specialist (not marine)

- Certified marine mechanic (industrial fleet)

50% of the youth >25 is unemployed

Need for training and education 



Need for markets :

-Cannot get fresh fish to Paris though there are 2 flights a 

Day – Buyers like the fish, they just cant buy fish unloaded 

in the conditions described.

-Have difficulty selling on the French Territories our coastal 

fish because of competition from ACCP countries (no tax to 

get in EU markets) and CARICOM (no tax to export to EU )

-If French Guiana wants to export to Caribbean countries 

there is a 30/40% tax!

-Local market is small and people are not wealthy so 

chose to buy 10kg of frozen chicken  for 12 Euro then to 

buy 2.5kg of fish!

-Fishers sell fish for 2 € / kg (average across species) 



Illegal Fisheries:

2/3 of the fishing 

effort is foreign IUU –

IFREMER 2012 

coming from Brazil, 

Suriname, Guyana

Tuna INN fishing



INN fisheries encroaching on our fishing zones



French Government response to FG outcry about INN



Our objective: occupy the space with our fleet. 



Should the EU let us increase our fishing effort?





In conclusion the EU does not allow the funding of:

- Creation of infrastructure

- Increase in engine power

- Increase in Fishing effort

When the EU does allow funding of the renewal fo the 

fleet:

-France does not put a lot of money in

When the EU has a law that can help fight IUU:

-France writes that it does not apply to FG.

We still have hope to develop a school and new markets, 

but I leave you with this question:

How will these 2 points help if we cant change the other 

points?
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